
Dear fellow-PARTNERS in the kingdom of God, 
 
This is a limited report on our recent trip to Mexico as a DI team. 
 
1. THE DESTINATION . 
 
Our trip to Pinotepa was changed to Puerto Escondido, Rio Grande and 
Cacalote, just days before our travel date of November 24 due to 4 abductions 
and 1 death which occurred in our original destination, in the previous 5 weeks. 
The church there were quite disappointed as they had arranged visits and 
activities for us and were anticipating our time with them after having had other 
teams stay with them in the past. God knows why. Still, JOSUE, a faithful brother 
from that town, stayed with us for a whole week and we enjoyed his company 
and fellowship until he went home to his wife and 3 children and to work at his 
family's bakery. 
 
2. THE TEAM, LOCATION  AND ACCOMMODATION. 
 
DAN, BRUCE and PEGGY, BELINDA, me and then GEORGE, TOM, WES and 
FRANK, the 4 ''MANITOBANS'' who joined us later, were hosted by the ''Roca 
Blanca Bible Institute'' , (you can google and find information about it on the 
internet). This facility -- Bible school, high school, primary school, pre-school, 
clinic and orphange-- is built right on the beach at Roca Blanca/White Rock in 
Cacalote, Oaxaca!!! The history of how this ministry was started was fascinating 
to hear from its founder and his wife and how God's faithfulness has been ever-
present there was very encouraging to learn. Always a pleasure to share among 
bretheren how God still works and surprises us everywhere!!! 
 
I understand we would have had rather basic yet comfortable accommodation in 
the other town we were to stay at and this turned out to be a luxury hotel in 
comparison. Our rooms all faced the white, sandy beach of the Pacific ocean and 
fishermen's boats and their gear were visible from our windows or balconies. The 
manicured gardens with a few lily-ponds and the colourful rows of flowers in what 
was their winter, with temperatures of 36-38o C, made for beautiful surroundings 
to walk through. The tall palm trees and other greenery provided a wonderful 
canopy and frame to the beautiful buildings and chapel as well as housing for the 
thousands of noisy birds nesting in them. 
 
At first we shared the Bible institute's students' morning and evening MEALS with 
other meals taken wherever lunch time hit us on the road. We were introduced to 
a new restaurant in Rio Grande where we returned a few times and also 
presented the gospel to its owners, family members and  kitchen staff on a 
sunday. Other times we had lunch at the Baptist church in Puerto Escondido. 
DWAYNE KIRCHENER, the founder of RBBI, later suggested we have breakfast 



and dinner at THE HOUSE and so we enjoyed delicious meals on the 4th. floor 
overlooking the sunrise and the sunset over the ocean. It was here that we were 
able to share our quiet times at the breakfast table or sing hymns after dinner as 
we did on the last night together before the first group returned to Vancouver..... 
a real celebration of fellowship and praise, worship and unity in Christ! 
 
3. TIME, PLACES AND ACTIVITIES. 
 
a) We were met by DI director in Mexico, VALDEMAR and his wife IRMA, (from 
Monterey, in the north of the country), and had a van at our disposal and 2 
different drivers-- students from the Bible Institute.  In 17 days we visited 10 
HIGH-SCHOOLS where we were able to present the gospel in each one through 
THE BRIDGE ILLUSTRATION. At times a testimony by one of the team 
members was also included. In some cases we had 2 presentations back to back 
to accommodate all the students in the room they had alloted us. We felt more 
welcome by the authorities  in some schools than in others but the students 
welcomed us everywhere. Some students listened very carefully and responded 
showing they felt responsible for their choice and decision. 
 
b) We were able to visit a TEACHERS TRAINING COLLEGE and there also 
made 2 presentations. We knew we had made a good impression when, as was 
the case a few times, the principal or teacher in charge left the room and came 
back later, towards the end of our talk, because they trusted we would say the 
same thing as the first time. In only 2 schools were we not allowed to continue 
after our first talk but the students showed interest and came up to us in every 
one of them -- sometimes to ask questions and often to have pictures taken with 
us as we signed their New Testaments. 
 
c) We were able to distribute 1,000 NEW TESTAMENTS during those first 17 
days to those who had received Christ and made a profession of faith. We know 
only God knows what went on in every heart and how He'll continue to work in 
those lives, especially as not all of them will get follow-up calls or visits or 
connection to church groups. 
 
d) One unforgettable visit was the trip to the MAXIMUM SECURITY PRISON in 
JUQUILA,  a good hour's drive into the mountains, on December 8 when the 
whole region was making pilgrimages and celebrating the ''Virgen of Juquila'' day 
as a holiday. The idolatry and syncretistic religious  presence in these places 
shows the darkness so many live under and the grip the local religion has on 
them out of fear. We were able to present TOM'S testimony and the Bridge 
Illustration and about 7 received Christ among a group of about 20 other inmates 
already converted by Carmelita's work and faithfulness in that place. 
 
CARMELITA is an outstanding Christian girl who left her home town and went to 



Juquila 14 years ago, at 29,  to take the gospel to that area all by herself. Since 
then her sister, husband and newborn baby have joined her and one brother. She 
lived in a mud hut at first and now has a better house built with wood, still on the 
slope of the mountain. Two planks of wood picked up from the ground, under our 
feet, were turned into a table on trestles and a beautiful lace tablecloth put over it 
to treat us to a most delicious chicken soup, freshly squeezed orange juice and 
coffee from the region and some pastries. This woman's courage and vision are 
impressive amidst very ignorant and superstitious people as is placing her own 
life in danger given the surroundings, her youth and beauty and her vulnerability. 
We cannot forget her nor her work and example so we continue to pray for her as 
well. 
 
e) PUERTO ESCONDIDO was where we had lunch a few times at a local 
BAPTIST CHURCH where Pastor Valentin and his wife and other women 
welcomed us the first day with a coconut each and straws to enjoy the cool milk 
in them as we were served delicious home-made lunch every time. It was here 
we also joined a family celebrating the 2nd. birthday of their little girl and where 
BELINDA gave her testimony and the Bridge Illustration was presented to family 
and friends as the parents of the toddler wanted to do. 
At this church we also had the opportunity to leave names of people we met 
when going DOOR TO DOOR, in groups of 2 or 3 to share the gospel, which we 
did a few times and covered homes around the area. A RC church had its 
building on the same block and its events for the whole town were announced 
over a loudspeaker at different times as were other town events by a car driving 
around at all hours of any day. 
 
f) My group came across 2 MEN in a car repair shop where we witnessed to 
them and later, down the road talked to 3 big BOYS, one of which turned out to 
be the son of one of the first men. I am still praying for them by name and trust 
we'll see God's work in their lives in big ways soon. These were hardworking 
people who also owned a grocery store next to their home and everyone was 
very polite to us. 
 
g) Another good experience there, and this time, with GEORGE, the founder of 
DI, (who joined us with the 3 other men from Manitoba), was witnessing to a 
TAILOR who had a very nice shop and knew his Bible very well so he looked up 
the verses we mentioned right away. Sadly, his wife had left him and taken their 
son with her and he was distraught and resentful toward God though very 
respectful at the same time. He asked us a few times why God would love him. 
He heard us very politely but was unable to bring himself to surrender to God's 
offer at that time. He listened to WES's testimony which seemed to touch him. 
We trust and pray God will complete the work he started in this man's life too. 
 
h) Three of us had a good encounter with JULIO CESAR, a radio broadcaster we 



came across in RIO GRANDE when looking for a church which was only half a 
block away from his business. He was hoping to turn to Christ in the New Year 
because he knew it was the best thing for him to do and he wants to sing for 
Christ as well. His wife had died and left him with 2 children and over time he'd 
got a common law wife who was quite adamant about her religion and he knew 
he could not delay but go to Christ and told us so. He'd lived in the US and spoke 
English quite well. PEGGY gave him her testimony and.... after a long visit he 
received Christ and then offered to broadcast any message we might want over 
his radio station. This visit was interrupted yet fruitful because he'd come on the 
air for a few minutes at a time and then put music on so we were able to talk 
between his talks to his audience. 
 
i) We visited a junior or deputy  MAYOR's office with Valdemar and Dan, our 
team leader, and it was mentioned to him how a very brave chief of POLICE in 
Monterey had fired 810 officers from his 900 men unit because of bribery and 
corruption as they covered up crimes for the drug cartels. At that time 20 pastors 
in the area offered to have devotions with the police force every day before they 
left for duty. Many officers accepted Christ and in the last 4-5 years the crime rate 
has gone down so significantly that people have noticed. To our surprise the 
mayor we were talking to said he'd seen that news on TV and had not been able 
to sleep after hearing it! Needless to say, he immediately phoned his superior 
and arranged for our reps to go and present our talk to the police the following 
monday at their central headquarters. DAN and VALDEMAR went that morning 
and were able to present the gospel to officers at the municipal, state and federal 
levels and many made profession of faith and received New Testaments to take 
home with them, to read daily as was always suggested, and grow in faith. 
 
j) We made many HOME CALLS or stood by the ROADSIDE talking to people as 
we met them and very, very  few refused to receive Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
 
k) The ROCA BLANCA BIBLE INSTITUTE staff and students had the chance to 
hear what DISCIPLESHIP INTERNATIONAL is all about and how we use our 
material and train people to be disciples and make disciples as instructed by 
Jesus in Matthew 28:19, 20. They have already invited Valdemar to join them for 
their February outreach week and have also invited us or any other team with 
similar goals to return to their location. 
 
4. GREAT IS HIS FAITHFULNESS. 
 
We thank God for UNITY in the TEAM and overall HEALTH as well as for 
SAFETY in all our goings and comings. We thank God for the privilege to share 
the true gospel of salvation to those willing to hear it and receive it. We thank 
God for allowing us to go and   continue  the Great Commission as His partners 
in extending His kingdom on earth. 



 
We have many more interesting stories and experiences to share and can do so 
personally and upon request as there isn't enough room in this brief report to 
cover everything but give a glimpse of what it was like and what happened. 
We look forward to hearing of God's blessing on those he saved through this 
small, joint effort of His body and are very grateful for the enriching experience of 
being part of his family wherever we are, any time, always. It was special to 
share with people that we met that there were people in Canada praying for them 
too. 
We thank YOU for partnering with us in HIS WORK in any way you did because 
we did this together in many ways. We trust His reward is sure and the fields are 
still ripe for the harvest. 
 
All I have left to say is ebenezer, maranatha, shalom, 
 
Gracie Churchill-Browne 
gcbrowne@telus.net	  


